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ZUM THEMA

LERNEN & ÜBEN

Klasse 5 / 6

4	 As quiet as a mouse
Mithilfe des Popsongs Everything at Once 
Vergleiche mit as … as erschließen 
Luisa Alfes

Klasse 5 / 6

7	 Today I’m gonna dance and jump 
Gemeinsam über Pläne für den besten 
Tag im Leben sprechen
Hanna Usbeck-Frei

Klasse 7 / 8

10	 This will get better
Mithilfe des Songs I Beg to Differ von 
Billy Talent das Thema mentale Ge­
sundheit in den Fokus rücken 
Manuel Judaschke, Michelle Zirkel

Klasse 7 / 8

14	 Homosexuality and homophobia
Einen Hip-Hop-Song kollaborativ erarbeiten
Stefan Koic

Klasse 9 / 10

17	 A hero of war?
Einen politischen Song der Band Rise Against  
erarbeiten und über Pro und Kontra des Soldat-  
und Soldatinseins diskutieren 
Martin Bastkowski, Robin Schetschok 

Klasse 9 / 10

20	 Discovering Billie Eilish 
Wie viel von der Künstlerin selbst steckt in den 
Songs Happier Than Ever und Getting Older? 
Stefan Labenz

Cue       

 
CUE CARD FOR TEACHERS

Message to the artist

Songs sind häufig wie Rätsel. Sie sind mehrdeutig und lassen vie-

le Interpretationswege zu. Die Idee einer message to the artist ist, 

dass sich Lernende nach dem Hören eines Songs genauer mit des-

sen Inhalt und Sprache beschäftigen und dazu Fragen formulie-

ren, die ihnen wichtig erscheinen. Das Verfassen einer solchen 

Nachricht, z. B. E-Mail, Post auf Social Media oder in einem Fan-

forum, schult rezeptive und literarische Kompetenzen sowie die 

Schreibkompetenz. Dabei geht es weniger darum, dass die Fragen 

in der Nachricht beantwortet werden, als dass sich Lernende Ge-

danken machen, welche Fragen ein Song bei ihnen aufwirft. 

Eignet sich für / in

• while- / post-listening Phasen

• ein kontextuell eingebettetes Training der Fragebildung

• eine schriftliche Prüfung zu einem neuen Song 

Sozialform
• Einzelarbeit 

• Partnerarbeit (arbeitsteilig, z. B. mit Fokus auf Sprache und 

Inhalt)

So gehtʼs
1. Die Lehrkraft führt in die Idee ein: Songs are like riddles. Many 

things might be difficult to understand. Let’s write a message to 

the artist and ask him / her some questions about the song.

2. Die möglichen Formen der Nachricht (E-Mail, Post auf Social 

Media etc.) werden besprochen und erste Ideen für mögliche 

Fragen an der Tafel notiert.

3. Lernende schreiben allein (oder in Partnerarbeit) eine 

Nachricht, erhalten dazu Feedback und schicken diese ggf. 

sogar an die jeweiligen artists.  

Ideen für mögliche Fragestellungen

• people:  

Who is … (the lyrical I) in the song?  

Is this song about your life / experiences?

• motivation:  

What made you write this song? 

Why did you write …?

• language:  

Why do you sing …?  

What does … mean?
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CUE CARD FOR STUDENTS

Message to the artist

Procedure

St
ep

 1

• Listen to the song again and read the lyrics. 

• What questions come to your mind? 

• What would you like to know more about? Make notes.

Tip: You can look on the internet for more information about 

          the background to the song.

St
ep

 2

• Write a message to the artist asking him / her questions about the song,  

its background, language and content. 

• Steps for writing: 
1 plan

2 organize

3 write

4 check

5 revise

6 finish

St
ep

 3

• You can send the message to the artist.  

Who knows? You might get a reply. 
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Language support

Asking questions

• Who is … in the song? 

• What do you mean by …?

• Why did you write …?

•  I stumbled across … and thought …  

What do you think about that?

• What does … mean? 

•  Can you tell me  

what / why / how …?

Cue        CUE CARD FOR TEACHERS

Message to the artist
Songs sind häufig wie Rätsel. Sie sind mehrdeutig und lassen vie-le Interpretationswege zu. Die Idee einer message to the artist ist, dass sich Lernende nach dem Hören eines Songs genauer mit des-sen Inhalt und Sprache beschäftigen und dazu Fragen formulie-ren, die ihnen wichtig erscheinen. Das Verfassen einer solchen Nachricht, z. B. E-Mail, Post auf Social Media oder in einem Fan-forum, schult rezeptive und literarische Kompetenzen sowie die Schreibkompetenz. Dabei geht es weniger darum, dass die Fragen in der Nachricht beantwortet werden, als dass sich Lernende Ge-danken machen, welche Fragen ein Song bei ihnen aufwirft. 

Eignet sich für / in
• while- / post-listening Phasen
• ein kontextuell eingebettetes Training der Fragebildung• eine schriftliche Prüfung zu einem neuen Song 

Sozialform
• Einzelarbeit 
• Partnerarbeit (arbeitsteilig, z. B. mit Fokus auf Sprache und Inhalt)

So gehtʼs
1. Die Lehrkraft führt in die Idee ein: Songs are like riddles. Many things might be difficult to understand. Let’s write a message to the artist and ask him / her some questions about the song.2. Die möglichen Formen der Nachricht (E-Mail, Post auf Social Media etc.) werden besprochen und erste Ideen für mögliche Fragen an der Tafel notiert.

3. Lernende schreiben allein (oder in Partnerarbeit) eine Nachricht, erhalten dazu Feedback und schicken diese ggf. sogar an die jeweiligen artists.  

Ideen für mögliche Fragestellungen• people:  
Who is … (the lyrical I) in the song?  
Is this song about your life / experiences?• motivation:  
What made you write this song? 
Why did you write …?

• language:  
Why do you sing …?  
What does … mean?
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        CUE CARD FOR STUDENTS

Message to the artist
Procedure

St
ep

 1

• Listen to the song again and read the lyrics. • What questions come to your mind? • What would you like to know more about? Make notes.
Tip: You can look on the internet for more information about           the background to the song.

St
ep

 2

• Write a message to the artist asking him / her questions about the song,  its background, language and content. • Steps for writing: 
1 plan
2 organize
3 write
4 check
5 revise
6 finish

St
ep

 3

• You can send the message to the artist.  Who knows? You might get a reply. 
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Language support

Asking questions
• Who is … in the song? 
• What do you mean by …?
• Why did you write …?

•  I stumbled across … and thought …  
What do you think about that?

• What does … mean? 

•  Can you tell me  
what / why / how …?

SAMMELKARTEN IM BEIHEFTER

2 Cue Cards 
Message to the artist

ZUSÄTZLICHE ANGEBOTE IM DIGITALEN MATERIAL

Bildkarten zur Projektion
passend zu den Unterrichtsvorschlägen in diesem Heft

ANIMALS  
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LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL

No matter how long
it’s going to take me, 

I’m going to make it through 
the dark and nothing 

will stop me on my way 
towards the light.
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UNTERRICHT AKTUELL

24	 Song lyrics im Englischunterricht
Sprachliche Besonderheiten und prak­
tische Einsatzmöglichkeiten 
Theresa Summer, Valentin Werner

TEST & PRÜFUNGEN

30	� Leseverstehen mithilfe von song lyrics 
überprüfen
Grundlegende Überlegungen, Aufgaben- 
formate und ein Beipieltest zum Song  
Hero of War der Band Rise Against
Regina Grund, Michelle Zirkel

TIPPS & IDEEN 

33	 Song lyrics entdecken – Buchempfehlungen 
Inhaltliche Einblicke und methodisch-didak­
tische Anregungen für den Englischunterricht

LESSON TO GO

34	 The unsung heroes of the world
Anhand des Songs Superheroes über Heldinnen und 
Helden des Alltags reflektieren und sprechen 
Regina Grund, Theresa Summer

36	 Chat stations: music
An fünf Stationen rund um das Thema Musik  
die Sprechkompetenz trainieren
Martin Bastkowski, Nikolas Grote

DIGITAL LEARNING 

38	 Let’s listen to a song!
Einsatzmöglichkeiten der App LyricsTraining 
im Englischunterricht
Carolin Schürger

Spielkarten
BANG! und Music-BANG!

Metaphor: 
a comparison (not with as / like) 
(e. g. You are the sunshine of my life)



CRACKING SONG LYRICS 

Tuning in Analysis Opinion 

→ What is your fi rst impression of the song? → What is the song about? 
→ What can you say about the song lyrics? 

→ What do you think of the song?

BA
SI

C

• the song makes me feel …
(happy, loving, sad, uneasy, afraid, angry, aggressive, relaxed)

• the song makes me want to …

• the music makes me think of …

• the title reminds me of / makes me think of …

• In general, I think the song could be about … 

• I think the person in the song could be … 
(a young man, a sad girl, a lonely teenager)

• Interesting words are … (wanna, gonna, ain’t, yeah) 

• to me, the catchiest part of the song is … (because …)

• Words that rhyme are …

• to me, the most important part of the song lyrics is … (because …)

• What I (really) like about the song lyrics is …

• I don’t (really) like the song because …

• … really impressed me.

• For me, it was easy to understand …

• I remember …

• For me, a diff icult part in the song lyrics is …

• overall, the song makes me think about …

AD
VA

N
CE

D

the mood of the song is (a little / a bit, pretty / quite, really / very) …

 …  joyful ←→ melancholic 

 …  cheerful ←→ depressing

 …  warm / dreamy ←→ cold 

 …  relaxed ←→ restless 

 …  light-hearted ←→ gloomy 

 …  hopeful ←→ pessimistic 

the music of the song can be described as (a little / a bit, pretty / quite, 
really / very) … 

 …  harmonious ←→ shrill

 …  soft  ←→ loud 

 …  low-pitched ←→ high-pitched

• the overall message of the song is …

• to me, central parts of the lyrics are …

• I think the lyrical I (the speaker) could be … 
(gender, age, cultural background, social background etc.)

• I think the lyrical I (the speaker) is feeling … (happy, disappointed,        
angry, lonely, hopeful etc.) because in the chorus / fi rst verse the lyrical I  
says …

• the song uses imagery to describe …

• The use of … (metaphor, simile, personifi cation) in the chorus / verse     
indicates that …

• Interesting language elements are … (wanna, gonna, ain’t, yeah, many 
personal pronouns, taboo words). they show … 

• the most striking part is ... because … 

• … really struck me the most because …

• I can relate to the song lyrics (to some extent) because ...

• I can’t really relate to the song lyrics because ...

• I like / dislike the song lyrics (in a way) because …

• the song lyrics are powerful / meaningful because … 

 … they address a current issue.

 … they address an important topic.

 … they relate to the importance of ...

 … they encourage listeners to think about ... 

• I would (not) recommend the song because …

Be careful
the singer IS Not always the lyrical I 

(also called “the speaker”) in the song! 

When you analyse song lyrics, you should speak about

“the lyrical I” (or “the speaker”).

Imagery

Simile: 
a comparison with as / like 
(e. g. as sly as a fox)


Personifi cation: 
describing things / animals 
with human features 
(e. g. my world smiles)
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SONG LYRICS (READING COMPREHENSION)  

Test: Rise Against: Hero of War (2008) 
The song Hero of War was released in 2008 by the US-American punk rock band Rise Against  as a reaction to the Iraq war. 

Focus on content (12 BE) 
1. What do you think is the overall message of the song? Tick () the correct answer. (1 BE)  

 The song is an advertisement for being a soldier. 
 The song provides a critical view on war. 
 The song criticizes gun laws in the US. 

 
 

2. Are the following statements true or false? Tick () the right box. Where in the song lyrics can you find that information? Write down the correct sub-headings (chorus/verse + number). (4 BE)  

   

true false 

where in the 
text 

(chorus, verse 
+ number) After the war, the lyrical I is sure that he is now a “hero of war”.   chorus 3 The lyrical I tried to keep his fellow soldiers from being violent.   verse 2 The lyrical I shot an innocent person. 

  verse 3 According to the lyrics, people tend to be critical towards soldiers.   chorus (1-3)  

3. The first and last two lines of the song are identical. Imagine the questions in the outro  (= end) were part of a conversation. What could be a possible answer by the lyrical I?  
Tick () the correct sentence starter and complete the answer. (3 BE)  
 

 Yes, I would be interested in joining the army because … 
 No, I’m not interested in joining the army because … 
 I have been to war and it was a traumatic/violent/ terrible experience;   … and I don’t want to go again.  



4. Consider the word flag in the lyrics. What kind of flag is referred to in the first and the second  chorus as opposed to the third chorus, and what do they stand for? Read the statements, fill in the gaps and match the beginnings of the sentences with the correct sentence endings.  (4 BE) 
 

 
The flag in chorus 1 and 2 is a(n) __________________ flag.  

By referring to it, the lyrical I expresses … 

 
… love for the US. 

… love for Iraq. 

 … an angry attitude. 

 … a wish for peace.  

 … love for the UK. 

 

 
The flag in chorus 3 is a(n) __________________ flag.  

By holding it, the woman expresses …   

 

 

American 

white 

name:  
 date:  
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DISCOVERING BILLIE EILISH 

Billie Eilish and her songs 

Are the songs Happier Than Ever and Getting Older about Billie Eilish herself?  Research one of the songs. Try to find out how the song relates to Billie Eilish’s life.  Use the QR codes and read the text. You may also click on links in the text that show messages on Twitter or lead you to further articles.  
 

Happier Than Ever 
 

 

https://www.songmeaningsandfacts.com/happier-than-ever-by-billie-eilish/  

 

Billie Eilish explains the songs on the album Happier Than Ever: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wldbxNVcKLw 
 

 

Getting Older 

 

https://www.songmeaningsandfacts.com/getting-older-by-billie-eilish/  

 

https://www.cheatsheet.com/entertainment/billie-eilish-explains-line-things-once-enjoyed-just-keep-me-employed-now-getting-older.html/ 
 

 

Billie Eilish explains the songs on the album Happier Than Ever: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wldbxNVcKLw 
 

 

 

19
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TODAY I’M GONNA DANCE AND JUMP 

Interview: The best day of my life   
1. What are you going to do on the best day of your life? Make notes. On the best day of my life, I’m going to …  

 

 

 

 

2. Interview three classmates.  Note down three things he/she is going to do on the best day of his/her 

life. In the interview you can use the word gonna instead of going to. 
Example:  
A: What are you gonna do on the best day of your life? B: On the best day of my life, I’m gonna …  

 

3. Tell your classmates what you found out. 
Example: On the best day of her life, Anna is gonna eat pizza for breakfast. Then she is gonna meet all her friends 

and, in the evening, they are gonna go to a concert together. 
 

Name 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… is gonna …  
 

( … is going to …) 

1 
2 

3 
Anna 

eat pizza for breakfast. meet all her 
friends. 

go to a concert.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

name:  

 date:  

 

 

 

3 

w
or

ks
he

et
 

©
 F

rie
dr

ic
h 

Ve
rla

g 
Gm

bH
 | 

En
gl

is
ch

 5
-1

0 
| 5

8 
| 2

02
2 

| Z
um

 B
ei

tr
ag

 S
. 1

0–
13

 
 

 

THIS WILL GET BETTER 

Words and phrases   

1. Let’s listen to the song again. Tick the words and phrases you hear.  
Not all of them are mentioned in the song. 
 

 (to) battle (something) 
 (to) beg to differ 
 cattle 

 (to) face the pain 
 (to) snuggle 
 (to) struggle 
 (to) suffer 

 (to) surrender 
 self-esteem 
 self-respect 
 tougher 

 will (noun) 

 

2. Work with a partner. Match the words and phrases you ticked 
in task 1 with the definitions below.                         You can read the whole song lyrics online to help you with it.     

definition 
 

word from task 1 
a) to try hard 

 
struggle 

b) people’s respect for themselves  
self-esteem  

c) great sadness 
 

sorrow 
d) to disagree 

 
(to) beg to differ 

e) determination1 to do what is necessary  
will (noun) 

f) to be in pain 
 

suffer 
g) to fight 

 
(to) battle  

h) to deal with, not run away from  
(to) face (something) 

i) to give up 
 

surrender  
 

                                                                          1 Entschlossenheit 
7
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