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Metaphor: 
a comparison (not with as / like) 
(e. g. You are the sunshine of my life)



CRACKING SONG LYRICS 

Tuning in Analysis Opinion 

→ What is your fi rst impression of the song? → What is the song about? 
→ What can you say about the song lyrics? 

→ What do you think of the song?

BA
SI

C

• The song makes me feel …
(happy, loving, sad, uneasy, afraid, angry, aggressive, relaxed)

• The song makes me want to …

• The music makes me think of …

• The title reminds me of / makes me think of …

• In general, I think the song could be about … 

• I think the person in the song could be … 
(a young man, a sad girl, a lonely teenager)

• Interesting words are … (wanna, gonna, ain’t, yeah) 

• To me, the catchiest part of the song is … (because …)

• Words that rhyme are …

• To me, the most important part of the song lyrics is … (because …)

• What I (really) like about the song lyrics is …

• I don’t (really) like the song because …

• … really impressed me.

• For me, it was easy to understand …

• I remember …

• For me, a diff icult part in the song lyrics is …

• Overall, the song makes me think about …

AD
VA

N
CE

D

The mood of the song is (a little / a bit, pretty / quite, really / very) …

 …  joyful ←→ melancholic 

 …  cheerful ←→ depressing

 …  warm / dreamy ←→ cold 

 …  relaxed ←→ restless 

 …  light-hearted ←→ gloomy 

 …  hopeful ←→ pessimistic 

The music of the song can be described as (a little / a bit, pretty / quite, 
really / very) … 

 …  harmonious ←→ shrill

 …  soft  ←→ loud 

 …  low-pitched ←→ high-pitched

• The overall message of the song is …

• To me, central parts of the lyrics are …

• I think the lyrical I (the speaker) could be … 
(gender, age, cultural background, social background etc.)

• I think the lyrical I (the speaker) is feeling … (happy, disappointed,        
angry, lonely, hopeful etc.) because in the chorus / fi rst verse the lyrical I  
says …

• The song uses imagery to describe …

• The use of … (metaphor, simile, personifi cation) in the chorus / verse     
indicates that …

• Interesting language elements are … (wanna, gonna, ain’t, yeah, many 
personal pronouns, taboo words). They show … 

• The most striking part is ... because … 

• … really struck me the most because …

• I can relate to the song lyrics (to some extent) because ...

• I can’t really relate to the song lyrics because ...

• I like / dislike the song lyrics (in a way) because …

• The song lyrics are powerful / meaningful because … 

 … they address a current issue.

 … they address an important topic.

 … they relate to the importance of ...

 … they encourage listeners to think about ... 

• I would (not) recommend the song because …

Be careful
The singer IS NOT always the lyrical I 

(also called “the speaker”) in the song! 

When you analyse song lyrics, you should speak about

“the lyrical I” (or “the speaker”).

Imagery

Simile: 
a comparison with as / like 
(e. g. as sly as a fox)


Personifi cation: 
describing things / animals 
with human features 
(e. g. my world smiles)
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SONG LYRICS (READING COMPREHENSION)  

Test: Rise Against: Hero of War (2008) 
The song Hero of War was released in 2008 by the US-American punk rock band Rise Against  as a reaction to the Iraq war. 

Focus on content (12 BE) 
1. What do you think is the overall message of the song? Tick () the correct answer. (1 BE)  

 The song is an advertisement for being a soldier. 
 The song provides a critical view on war. 
 The song criticizes gun laws in the US. 

 
 

2. Are the following statements true or false? Tick () the right box. Where in the song lyrics can you find that information? Write down the correct sub-headings (chorus/verse + number). (4 BE)  

   

true false 

where in the 
text 

(chorus, verse 
+ number) After the war, the lyrical I is sure that he is now a “hero of war”.   chorus 3 The lyrical I tried to keep his fellow soldiers from being violent.   verse 2 The lyrical I shot an innocent person. 

  verse 3 According to the lyrics, people tend to be critical towards soldiers.   chorus (1-3)  

3. The first and last two lines of the song are identical. Imagine the questions in the outro  (= end) were part of a conversation. What could be a possible answer by the lyrical I?  
Tick () the correct sentence starter and complete the answer. (3 BE)  
 

 Yes, I would be interested in joining the army because … 
 No, I’m not interested in joining the army because … 
 I have been to war and it was a traumatic/violent/ terrible experience;   … and I don’t want to go again.  



4. Consider the word flag in the lyrics. What kind of flag is referred to in the first and the second  chorus as opposed to the third chorus, and what do they stand for? Read the statements, fill in the gaps and match the beginnings of the sentences with the correct sentence endings.  (4 BE) 
 

 
The flag in chorus 1 and 2 is a(n) __________________ flag.  

By referring to it, the lyrical I expresses … 

 
… love for the US. 

… love for Iraq. 

 … an angry attitude. 

 … a wish for peace.  

 … love for the UK. 

 

 
The flag in chorus 3 is a(n) __________________ flag.  

By holding it, the woman expresses …   

 

 

American 

white 

19
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A HERO OF WAR? 

Working with a statement 

“Join the army!”  

Discuss the pros and cons of joining the army.  

1. Think! On your own, try to answer the questions from the FAQ-box. Think about arguments for and 

against joining the army. Write your arguments in a chart (pros/cons). 

 

FAQs 

What does the army do? What could I do in the army? Where would I have to go? 

What is the army good for? How long would I have to sign up for? Is being in the army dangerous?  

What would my duties as a soldier be? What could I do after serving? 

What are the army’s achievements (globally & locally)? Can anyone join the army? 

 
 
These QR-codes will help you find information on the topic: 

 
The US-Army Vision: Things you should know before 

joining the army: 

Today’s military: 

 

2. Pair! In your buzz groups, compare and discuss your arguments. Let everyone have their say. 

Try to agree on one side (pro OR contra). Use the phrases below to structure your discussion. 

Useful phrases

making suggestions 

 
Let’s start with …  

We could …  

Listen, I think we should … 

What about …  

 

agreeing & disagreeing 

 
I agree. / I disagree. 

That sounds good. / Not at all! 

I think so, too. / I don’t think so.  

Great idea! / I disagree because …  

 

giving your opinion 

 
I think that … 

In my opinion … 

I believe that … 

If you ask me, …  

 

finding a compromise 

 
Why don’t we …? 

Let’s meet halfway. 

How about …? 

Can we agree on …? 

 

3. Share! After your discussion, summarize the arguments of your position for a group presentation.  

Decide on how you want to present your results:  

a speech / a poem or stanza / an advertisement / a tweet 
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THIS WILL GET BETTER 

Words and phrases   

1. Let’s listen to the song again. Tick the words and phrases you hear.  
Not all of them are mentioned in the song. 
 

 (to) battle (something) 
 (to) beg to differ 
 cattle 

 (to) face the pain 
 (to) snuggle 
 (to) struggle 
 (to) suffer 

 (to) surrender 
 self-esteem 
 self-respect 
 tougher 

 will (noun) 

 

2. Work with a partner. Match the words and phrases you ticked 
in task 1 with the definitions below.                         You can read the whole song lyrics online to help you with it.     

definition 
 

word from task 1 
a) to try hard 

 
struggle 

b) people’s respect for themselves  
self-esteem  

c) great sadness 
 

sorrow 
d) to disagree 

 
(to) beg to differ 

e) determination1 to do what is necessary  
will (noun) 

f) to be in pain 
 

suffer 
g) to fight 

 
(to) battle  

h) to deal with, not run away from  
(to) face (something) 

i) to give up 
 

surrender  
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