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8 Bildkarten (DIN-A5)
zum Beitrag:
Once more with
emotion

• is about a person.

• has � ve lines: lines 1, 2 and 5 are long and rhyme;

lines 3 and 4 are short and rhyme with each other.

• has a strong rhythm: 3 stressed syllables on the long lines and 

2 on the short ones.

• 

• is a short poem about a � ctitious animal.

• uses alliteration.  

• takes a single letter of the alphabet as its theme.  

• uses as many words beginning with this letter as possible.

ENGLISCH I 43 I 2018 / Text und Gedichte: Claudia Straeter-Lietz; Vogel 

und Blumen: OpenClipart-Vectors / pixabay; Gedicht „Aphids“: Laura Teuber

   

Writing short poems

 
• tells people something about the writer. • has lines all starting with the word ‘I’.  • has a typical structure.

• usually repeats the � rst line.

I am (two of your characteristics)I hear …
I see …
I want …
I am (the first line again)
I feel …
I touch …
I worry about  …
I am (the first line again)
I understand …
I hope …
I dream …
I am (the first line again)

I am gentle and calm
I hear the music of birdsongI see clouds in a blue sky
I want to talk to the animalsI am gentle and calm.
I feel a tender breeze on my faceI touch the grass and the flowersI worry about the future of all living thingsI am gentle and calm.
I understand the joy of lifeI hope it will last
I dream of a wonderful worldI am gentle and calm.

uses as many words beginning with this letter as possible.

I am an S
Strong, self-confident
Silly, smart.
I am an S.
Satisfied
Sensible, sincere,
Sometimes sad.
I am an S
Sensitive, superlative
I am an S.

• is written in a shape which matches the theme.

!

From  s t e m

to
 ti

p. 
I’m

 green  and fit bu t  oh  beware of aphids theygn
aw

 a
nd nibble chew and dribble,until they leave beastly holesin the middle

• uses a newspaper article or a page from a book.
• is created by blocking out all the text which is not in the poem.

2 on the short ones.

There was an old man in a tree

Who was horribly bored by a bee;

When they said, “Does it buzz?”

He replied, ”Yes, it does!

It’s a regular brute of a bee!”

by Edward Lear

This is a tamberjo.

Tamberjos live in tall tobacco trees in Tunisia.

They eat tunafish, toffee apples and twix.

Tamberjos like trampolines, tornados and TV in Trinidad.

Tamberjos take trouble to tell terrible tales.

• is like a list describing something,

e. g. nature or an animal.  

• can be any length.

• doesn’t have to rhyme.  

• often uses the gerund.

• is a variation of a found poem.

• is made up of lines from other people’s poems.

Underneath this tree    William Blake: The little Girl Lost 

Troubled, wildered and forlorn  William Blake: A Dream

Hearing wild birds’ song   William Blake: The little Girl Lost

Sweet sleep come to me   William Blake: The little Girl Lost

And dreams of home.   W H Auden: The Wanderer

• is made up of words or phrases from di� erent texts.

• uses all kinds of sources: magazines, news papers, lists, notes, catalogues …

The little Girl Lost

A Dream

uses all kinds of sources: magazines, news papers, lists, notes, catalogues …

• has � ve lines.

• has the syllable count 2 – 4 – 6 – 8 – 2.

• doesn’t rhyme.

• has a noun in the � rst line.

• has a single idea.

Night sky

Deep velvet blue

scattered with twinkling stars

light years away in the heavens

so far

A cinquain …

A letter poem …

A concrete poem … A catalogue poem …

An I – poem …

A cento …A found poem …
A blackout poem …

A limerick …

• is a „snapshot“ description.
• is written in the present tense.
• has three lines.
• has the syllable count 5 – 7 – 5 .

A haiku …
A blotz poem …

Snow melting
Air warming

Trees waking up
Da� odils blooming

Birds nesting
Everything turning green

It’s the best time of the year.

t have to rhyme.  

often uses the gerund. Snow melting
Air warming

Trees waking up
Da� odils blooming

Birds nesting
Everything turning green

It’s the best time of the year.

Small bird on a branch
Hungry and cold in the snow

Looking for breadcrumbs

❄

❄
❆❅

❅
❄

rinidad.
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Writing short 
poems
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Halloween facts 

1. Read the text.  
2. Look at pictures 1–3.  

Underline the sentences that  
match the pictures. 

3. Pick five words that  
you would like to learn. 

 
 
 
Halloween is on 31st October. 
Hundreds of years ago people thought 
that on this night witches and ghosts 
walked the earth. In England there was 
a big festival in the autumn called 5 

Samhain.  
 
They made a big fire to say “good bye” 
to the summer and “welcome” to the 
winter, and to remember the dead.  10 

 
They thought that at night the ghosts of 
the dead came back to the houses they 
lived in before. But some of these 
ghosts couldn’t find their homes. So 15 

they walked through the night. People 
dressed up to scare the ghosts and evil 
spirits away.  
 
Poor people went from door to door to 20 

ask for food. 
 
Later, 1st November became a special 
day called All Hallows. The 31st 
October was then All Hallows’ 25 

Evening or the evening before All 
Hallows. Over the years this changed 
to Hallows’ E’en and then Halloween.  
 
Today young people dress up as 30 

witches, ghosts or vampires to frighten 
their neighbours. 
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Halloween pictures and words 

Match the pictures with the words.  
Write them down. 

Halloween words 
monster, witch, jack-o’-lantern, broomstick, vampire, ghost, bat, goblin, 
skeleton, shadow, trick or treat, skull, haunted house, costume, cobwebs, spider 
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Halloween haikus 

1. Look at the haikus.  
Read them out loud. 

2. Count the syllables.  
Mark them with a dot.              

3. What is a haiku? 

 

Halloween is here 

Vampires, witches and goblins 

All come out tonight 

 

 

 

 

Shadow ghosts appear 

As the jack-o’-lanterns glow 

Halloween has come 

 

Children think it’s fun 

Knocking on their neighbour’s door 

Time for trick or treat! 

 

Halloween haikus 

1. Look at the haikus.  
Read them out loud. 

2. Count the syllables.  
Mark them with a dot.              

3. What is a haiku? 

 

Halloween is here 

Vampires, witches and goblins 

All come out tonight 

 

 

 

Shadow ghosts appear 

As the jack-o’-lanterns glow 

Halloween has come 

 

Children think it’s fun 

Knocking on their neighbour’s door 

Time for trick or treat! 

  

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

3 
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Haiku lines 

1. Write your own haiku. 
– Step 1: Pick one of the first lines you have written. 
– Step 2: Pick a line from the list / basket. 
– Step 3: Write another line yourself. 

2. Present your haiku. 
 
 

Lines with five syllables Lines with seven syllables 

Glowing in the dark As the jack-o’-lanterns glow 

Ghosts appear at night I hear the witches cackling 

Time for trick or treat Shadows creep around tonight 

In the haunted house Children knocking on the doors 

Halloween is here A black cat flashes past me 

Where are they, the ghosts? Witches on broomsticks fly down 

Vampires everywhere Ghosts are out to frighten you 

Shadow ghosts appear Vampires appear in the dark 

Halloween has come In the shadow of the house 

Kids come dressed as bats Skeletons rattle their bones 

Ghosts and skeletons Cat’s eyes scary in the dark 

All come out tonight Ghosts and witches haunt the night 
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Rain – Robert Louis Stevenson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Read the poem.  

– What is it about? 
2. What emotion would go with the poem?  

– Choose an overall emotion. 
Write an emotion next to each line. 

– Underline the words you want to stress.
 

 

The Moon – Robert Louis Stevenson

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1. Read the poem.  

– What is it about? 
2. What emotion would go with  

the poem?  
– Choose an overall emotion. 

Write an emotion next to  
each line. 

– Underline the words  
you want to stress. 
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Practicing my poetry performance 

Read out your poem to your classmates.  
Prepare a little performance using only your voice and your body. 

1. Practice reading the poem with a partner.  
Get feedback. 

2. Practice reading the poem in a small group.  
Get feedback. 

3. Perform your poem in front of your class. 
 
 
Feedback 
➔ Your performance was excellent / 

perfect / really good / good. 
➔ You spoke loudly and clearly. 
➔ It was easy to understand. 
➔ You looked at the audience. 
➔ Your facial expressions were (very) 
    good.

Tips 
➔ Your performance was quite  

good / OK. 
➔ Maybe next time you could speak 

more clearly / loudly / slowly. 
➔ Maybe next time you could look at 

the audience more. 
➔ I think you should work on your 

facial expressions. 
 

Practicing my poetry performance 

Read out your poem to your classmates.  
Prepare a little performance using only your voice and your body. 

1. Practice reading the poem with a partner.  
Get feedback. 

2. Practice reading the poem in a small group.  
Get feedback. 

3. Perform your poem in front of your class. 
 
 
Feedback 
➔ Your performance was excellent / 

perfect / really good / good. 
➔ You spoke loudly and clearly. 
➔ It was easy to understand. 
➔ You looked at the audience. 
➔ Your facial expressions were (very) 
    good.

Tips 
➔ Your performance was quite  

good / OK. 
➔ Maybe next time you could speak 

more clearly / loudly / slowly. 
➔ Maybe next time you could look at 

the audience more. 
➔ I think you should work on your 

facial expressions.  
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I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud – William Wordsworth 
I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 

When all at once I saw a crowd, 

A host, of golden daffodils; 5 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

 

Continuous as the stars that shine 

And twinkle on the Milky Way, 10 

They stretched in never-ending line 

Along the margin of a bay: 

Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 

Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

 15 

The waves beside them danced; but they 

Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 

A poet could not but be gay, 

In such a jocund company: 

I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 20 

What wealth the show to me had brought: 

 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 

In vacant or in pensive mood, 

They flash upon that inward eye 25 

Which is the bliss of solitude; 

And then my heart with pleasure fills, 

And dances with the daffodils.

 

 
 
1. Read the poem.  
2. Underline the words that are new to you. 

Look for synonyms or define the words in English. 
3. Write down: What is the poem about?  
 
 
 
  
 
 

name:     date:  

 

 

2 

wo
rk

sh
ee

t
©

 F
rie

dr
ic

h 
Ve

rla
g 

G
m

bH
 | 

EN
G

LI
SC

H
 5

 –
10

  4
3 

| 2
01

8 
|  

Zu
m

 B
ei

tr
ag

 S
. 1

2–
15

 
©

 F
rie

dr
ic

h 
Ve

rla
g 

G
m

bH
 | 

EN
G

LI
SC

H
 5

 –
10

  4
3 

| 2
01

8 
|  

Zu
m

 B
ei

tr
ag

 S
. 1

2–
15

 
wo

rk
sh

ee
t

2 name:     date:  

 

Vocab list 
Read the words below.  
Find synonyms or define them. 
You may use a dictionary for help.

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud 
➔ vale 
➔ daffodils  
➔ fluttering  
➔ margin  
➔ (to) glance  
➔ beneath  
➔ sprightly  
➔ jocund  
➔ pensive  
➔ glee  
➔ inward  
➔ bliss  
➔ solitude

 

The Dentist and the Crocodile 
➔ dentist  
➔ cunning  
➔ (to) quake 
➔ molar 
➔ jaw 
➔ fearsome 
➔ probe  
➔ decay 
➔ (to) grin 
➔ (to) wring, wrang, wrung  
➔ naughty 
➔ twit

 

 

Vocab list 
Read the words below.  
Find synonyms or define them. 
You may use a dictionary for help.

I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud 
➔ vale 
➔ daffodils  
➔ fluttering  
➔ margin  
➔ (to) glance  
➔ beneath  
➔ sprightly  
➔ jocund  
➔ pensive  
➔ glee  
➔ inward  
➔ bliss  
➔ solitude

 

The Dentist and the Crocodile 
➔ dentist  
➔ cunning  
➔ (to) quake 
➔ molar 
➔ jaw 
➔ fearsome 
➔ probe  
➔ decay 
➔ (to) grin 
➔ (to) wring, wrang, wrung  
➔ naughty 
➔ twit 
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Arranging a scene in theatre 
You can arrange a scene in order to create a tableau or to prepare your acting.  

Pick the scene / lines you want to show.  
Follow these steps: 

 
1. What people and things that are there in the scene.   These are the roles. Cast them. 
2. Where do the people stand or sit?    This is the blocking. Set it. 
3. How does the speaker describe the scene?   This is the setting. Find decorations. 
4. What do the people look like?     These are the costumes and props. 

     Pick them. 
5. How do the people in the scene feel?    This is the acting. Act it out! 

➔ Beginners? Only do steps 1, 2 and 5.

Phrases for your group work 
➔ Who wants to be … / I’d like to be … 
➔ Could you stand over here, please? 
➔ Could you move over a bit? 
➔ Please lift / lower your arms / legs. 
➔ Try to look more … pensive / sad / happy 

/ joyful / scared / relieved / angry.

 
➔ You look great! 
➔ Let’s try it again. 
➔ Could you say it again, please? 
➔ It’s your turn. 
➔ Which line is it? 
 
 
 
 

Arranging a scene in theatre 
You can arrange a scene in order to create a tableau or to prepare your acting.  

Pick the scene / lines you want to show.  
Follow these steps: 

 
1. What people and things that are there in the scene?   These are the roles. Cast them. 
2. Where do the people stand or sit?    This is the blocking. Set it. 
3. What does the speaker describe the scene?   This is the setting. Find decorations. 
4. What do the people look like?     These are the costumes and props. 

     Pick them. 
5. How do the people in the scene feel?    This is the acting. Act it out! 

➔ Beginners? Only do steps 1, 2 and 5.

Phrases for your group work 
➔ Who wants to be … / I’d like to be … 
➔ Could you stand over here, please? 
➔ Could you move over a bit? 
➔ Please lift / lower your arms / legs. 
➔ Try to look more … pensive / sad / happy 

/ joyful / scared / relieved / angry.

 
➔ You look great! 
➔ Let’s try it again. 
➔ Could you say it again, please? 
➔ It’s your turn. 
➔ Which line is it? 
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The Dentist and the Crocodile – Roald Dahl 
The crocodile, with cunning smile, sat in the dentist’s chair. 

He said, “Right here and everywhere my teeth require repair.” 

The dentist’s face was turning white. He quivered, quaked and shook. 

He muttered, “I suppose I’m going to have to take a look.” 

“I want you”, Crocodile declared, “to do the back ones first. 5 

The molars at the very back are easily the worst.” 

He opened wide his massive jaws. It was a fearsome sight— 

At least three hundred pointed teeth, all sharp and shining white. 

The dentist kept himself well clear. He stood two yards away. 

He chose the longest probe he had to search out the decay. 10 

“I said to do the back ones first!” the Crocodile called out. 

“You’re much too far away, dear sir, to see what you’re about. 

To do the back ones properly you’ve got to put your head 

Deep down inside my great big mouth,” the grinning Crocky said. 

The poor old dentist wrung his hands and, weeping in despair, 15 

He cried, “No no! I see them all extremely well from here!” 

Just then, in burst a lady, in her hands a golden chain. 

She cried, “Oh Croc, you naughty boy, you’re playing tricks again!” 

“Watch out!” the dentist shrieked and started climbing up the wall. 

“He’s after me! He’s after you! He’s going to eat us all!” 20 

“Don’t be a twit,” the lady said, and flashed a gorgeous smile. 

“He’s harmless. He’s my little pet, my lovely crocodile.” 

 
 
1. Read the poem.  
2. Underline the words that are new to you. 

Look for synonyms or define the words in English. 
3. Write down: What is the poem about? 
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Feedback on your performance 
 ok good excellent 

voice volume □ □ □ 
pronunciation □ □ □ 
emphasis □ □ □ 

acting facial expression □ □ □ 
gestures □ □ □ 
movement □ □ □ 

general performance fitting for the text □ □ □ 
blocking □ □ □ 
casting □ □ □ 

 

What I would like to tell the group: ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Feedback on your performance 
 ok good excellent 

voice volume □ □ □ 
pronunciation □ □ □ 
emphasis □ □ □ 

acting facial expression □ □ □ 
gestures □ □ □ 
movement □ □ □ 

general performance fitting for the text □ □ □ 
blocking □ □ □ 
casting □ □ □ 

 

What I would like to tell the group: ___________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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What is a limerick? 
1. Watch the video twice.  

Fill in the blanks.  

➔ Fold the lower part of this worksheet so that you cannot see the solutions. 

Form of a limerick 
A limerick is a _____________________ poem that _______________________ 
 
Each stanza has _____________ lines 
 
Lines _____________, _______________ and ______________ rhyme 
 
Lines _______________ and ______________ rhyme 
 
Lines _______________ and ______________ are ____________________ than the others 
 
The rhyme scheme for a limerick is      a      a      ______      ______      ______ 
 

2. Read the poem below. 
Check if it matches the criteria above. 

Edward Lear: China 

There was an Old Person of China,  

Whose daughters were Jiska and Dinah, 

Amelia and Fluffy,  

Olivia and Chuffy,  

And all of them settled in China. 

3. Read the poem again.  
What can you say about the content of a limerick? 

Content of a limerick 
 
The first line contains ____________________________ and _____________________  
 
It tells _____________________________________________ 
 

4. Listen to your teacher. 
Mark the syllables that are stressed. 

 
……………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Language support 

➔ rhymes – one – two – a person – a place – a funny story – bba –  
short – shorter – three (twice) – four (twice) – five (twice) 

 

short rhymes 

five 

one two five

three four

three four shorter

b a b

a person a place 

a funny story

name:     date:  
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Complete the limerick 
1. Pick one of the poems. 

Write the last words of lines 1 and 3 into the table below. 
 

Edward Lear: Dundalk  Edward Lear: Pink 

There was an old person of Dundalk,  There was a Young Person in pink, 
Who tried to teach __ to __,   Who __ __ __ __ __ __;  
When they tumbled down dead,  But __ __ __ __ daughter, 
He grew weary, __ __ ,  There’s nothing but __!   
“I had better go __ __ __!“  Which vexed* __ __ __ __ __. 
Dundalk = town in Ireland  to vex = verärgern

   
Edward Lear: Dumbree   Edward Lear: Kilkenny  

There was an Old Man of Dumbree,  There was an Old Man of Kilkenny, 
s  Who never had more __ __ __ ; 
For he said, “To __ mice  He spent all that money, 
Is not __ or __,”  In onions __ __ , 
That __ Man of Dumbree.  That wayward Old Man  ____ ____ __  
  Kilkenny = town in Ireland  /  wayward = eigensinnig 

   
William Cosma Monkhouse: Niger    

There was a Young Lady from Niger,    
Who smiled as she rode on __ __;    
They returned from the ride,   
With the lady __,    
And the smile on the face of __ __.   
   
   

 
2. Find rhyming words and phrases and write them into the table. 

 

 Word 1: Word 2: 

rhyme 1   

rhyme 2   

rhyme 3   

rhyme 4   

rhyme 5   

 
3. Complete your limerick with your words that follow the rhyming scheme aabba. 
4. Practise the presentation of your limerick. 

name:     date:  
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Limerick: Evaluation sheet 
Listen to your classmates. Give them feedback on their performance.  
 
 
Name of student(s): ___________________________________________ 
 
Title of limerick:   ___________________________________________ 
 
  very weak weak average good excellent outstanding

Pronunciation 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Stressing of syllables 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Rhyming scheme: aabba 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Story 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Overall performance 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Final score: ______  (maximum of 30 points)

Limerick: Evaluation sheet 
Listen to your classmates. Give them feedback on their performance. 
 
 
Name of student(s): ___________________________________________ 
 
Title of limerick:   ___________________________________________ 
 
  very weak weak average good excellent outstanding

Pronunciation 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Stressing of syllables 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Rhyming scheme: aabba 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Story 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Overall performance 1 2 3 4 5 6 

Final score: ______  (maximum of 30 points)
 

name:     date:  
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Create your own limerick 
 
Step 1:  Brainstorm a name, a place and things  

that you want to use in your limerick. 
 

Step 2:  Make a list of rhymes. 
 
Step 3:  Decide which words you could use to  

get a storyline. 
 
Step 4:  Write the first line using … 

 “There was a (person / animal) from (place).“ 
 “There once was a (person / animal) 

named (name).“ 
 Or use your own original opening line. 

 
Step 5:  Write the second line of the limerick.  

Go on with your little story.  
Make sure that line 2 rhymes with line 1!  

 
Step 6: Write lines three and four.  

Make sure that they are shorter and that they 
also rhyme with each other. 

 
Step 7: Write the final line which is also the ending of 

your story. 
Make sure this line rhymes with lines 1 and 2. 

 
Step 8:  Read the limerick to your partner. 

Watch out for rhythm and rhyme. 
 

Step 9: Edit your limerick if necessary. 
Make sure your spelling is correct,  
you used capital letters and you didn’t  
forget commas and full stops. 

name:     date:  
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Checklist: Limerick 
Check if the limerick matches the criteria. 
  

The limerick starts with a person and a place.  

The limerick tells a funny little story.  

The limerick has five lines.  

Lines one, two and five rhyme.  

Lines one, two and five have three stressed syllables.  

Lines three and four rhyme.  

Lines three and four are shorter than the other lines.  

Lines three and four have two stressed syllables.  

 

Checklist: Limerick 
Check if the limerick matches the criteria. 
  

The limerick starts with a person and a place.  

The limerick tells a funny little story.  

The limerick has five lines.  

Lines one, two and five rhyme.  

Lines one, two and five have three stressed syllables.  

Lines three and four rhyme.  

Lines three and four are shorter than the other lines.  

Lines three and four have two stressed syllables.  
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The Bucket List (2007) 
You will see a trailer for the film “The Bucket List” with Jack Nicholson and Morgan 
Freeman (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f-eyQswdc-c).  
While you are watching, try to answer these questions.  
 

1. What is Edward Cole’s (Jack Nicholson’s) job? 

He runs hospitals. 

2. 1000 people were asked if they wanted to know the exact day of their death. 
How many people said “No”? 

960 (or 96%). 

3. Edward Cole does not want to be in the same hospital room as  
Carter Chambers (Morgan Freeman). What is the problem? 

He made the rule in his hospitals:  

two beds to a room and no exceptions. 

4. When Carter was a student, he had to write a bucket list as an exercise 
for his philosophy professor.  
What is a bucket list? 

A list of things to do before you die. 

5. Why is it called a bucket list? 

Because “to kick the bucket” means to die. 

6. The two characters decide to make a bucket list and work their way through it.  
Write down three of the things on their list. 

A parachute jump, drive a special car, go on a safari, 

go to the Taj Mahal, go to the pyramids, 

ride a motorbike, visit the Great Wall of China 
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My bucket list 
1. Make a bucket list. 

Think of at least 8 things you would like to do in your life. 
Write them in your notebook. 

2. Pick two things you would like to present to your class. 
3. Write a poem about your bucket list. 

– Think about the things you would like to do. 
– Write down how these things would make you feel.

 
 
Ideas for your bucket list 

➔ Who would you most like to meet? 
➔ What books would you like to read? 
➔ What places would you like to go to? 
➔ Are there any extreme sports you would 

like to do? 
➔ Would you like to be famous for 

something? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helpful vocabulary for your poem 

➔ to feel the thrill / excitement / exhilaration 
of doing something 

➔ to sense the danger / peril / risk / threat 
➔ to fulfil a wish 
➔ to experience the sensation /  

pleasure / joy 
➔ to savour / relish the moment 
➔ a rush of adrenalin 
➔ a sense of adventure 
➔ a childhood fantasy come true 
➔ once in my life  
➔ just for a brief / fleeting moment

My bucket list 
1. Make a bucket list.  

Think of at least 8 things you would like to do in your life. 
Write them in your notebook. 

2. Pick two things you would like to present to your class. 
3. Write a poem about your bucket list. 

– Think about the things you would like to do. 
– Write down how these things would make you feel. 

 
 
Ideas for your bucket list 

➔ Who would you most like to meet? 
➔ What books would you like to read? 
➔ What places would you like to go to? 
➔ Are there any extreme sports you would 

like to do? 
➔ Would you like to be famous for 

something? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helpful vocabulary for your poem 

➔ to feel the thrill / excitement / exhilaration 
of doing something 

➔ to sense the danger / peril / risk / threat 
➔ to fulfil a wish 
➔ to experience the sensation /  

pleasure / joy 
➔ to savour / relish the moment 
➔ a rush of adrenalin 
➔ a sense of adventure 
➔ a childhood fantasy come true 
➔ once in my life  
➔ just for a brief / fleeting moment 
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Five Things to do before I die 
1. Read the poem below. What is it about? 
2. Explain why the person in the poem gives two options per bullet point on their list. 

Claudia Straeter-Lietz: Five Things to do before I die

Before I die there is so much to do 
So much I want to see 
And now my time is running out. 
I wonder if I’ll ever get to sunbathe on Bondi Beach* 
Or whether I’ll have to make do with Bognor* 5 

Ride a Harley Davidson at 200 miles per hour 
Or just a Vespa at 90 to give me a thrill 
Climb to the top of Mount Everest 
Or at least stand at the foot of Mont Blanc 
Ride an elephant in India or Africa 10 

Or maybe I can ask at London zoo 
Live in a house with a view of the sea 
At any rate not the back of the factory 
I wonder if I’ll ever be able to tick anything off 
Or whether I’ll have to make a new bucket list?15 

 
 
 
 

 

Five Things to do before I die 
3. Read the poem below. What is it about? 
4. Explain why the person in the poem gives two options per bullet point on their list. 

Claudia Straeter-Lietz: Five Things to do before I die

Before I die there is so much to do 
So much I want to see 
And now my time is running out. 
I wonder if I’ll ever get to sunbathe on Bondi Beach* 
Or whether I’ll have to make do with Bognor* 5 

Ride a Harley Davidson at 200 miles per hour 
Or just a Vespa at 90 to give me a thrill 
Climb to the top of Mount Everest 
Or at least stand at the foot of Mont Blanc 
Ride an elephant in India or Africa 10 

Or maybe I can ask at London zoo 
Live in a house with a view of the sea 
At any rate not the back of the factory 
I wonder if I’ll ever be able to tick anything off 
Or whether I’ll have to make a new bucket list?15 

 
 

Bondi Beach is a popular beach near 
Sydney, Australia. 

Bognor Regis is a seaside resort on the south 
coast of England. It’s on the English Channel. 

Bondi Beach is a popular beach near 
Sydney, Australia. 

Bognor Regis is a seaside resort on the south 
coast of England. It’s on the English Channel. 
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My five things 
Take out your bucket list.  
Look at the really expensive to-dos.  
Find affordable alternatives for each and write them down. 
 
 

Before I die there is so much to do 

So much I want to see 

And now my time is running out. 

I wonder if I’ll ever __________________________________________________  

Or whether I’ll have to _______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________. 

Or  just ___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________. 

Or at least ________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________. 

 Or maybe I can ____________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________. 

At any rate ________________________________________________________   

I wonder if I’ll ever be able to tick anything off 

Or whether I’ll have to make a new bucket list? 

 

name:     date:  
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Jenny Joseph: Warning 
1. Watch the video of Jenny Joseph reading her poem “Warning”. 

Tick off the activities she mentions. 
2. Explain: What do these things have in common? 
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